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expressed myself too strongly by saying that this Court
would probably make it the pivot on which their whole
system would hereafter turn, and that they would, in
the choice of their Allies, choose that Power, or those
Powers, which should concur or acquiesce in this view.
It seems to me as if a determined opposition on the
part of Great Britain and Eussia to the acquisition of
Piedmont might probably throw Austria once more into
a connection with the French Eepublic, and become
a motive, as it would furnish a pretext, for a separate
peace on that condition.'

Great offence had been given to Austria by the in-
vitation to return to his. dominions issued by the Em-
peror of Eussia to the Bang- of Sardinia; a coxirse
adopted in conformity with the wishes of the King of
Great Britain. Thugut affected to deny to Eussia the
position of an ally, and treating her as a mere auxiliary,
considered Marshal Suwarrow as an Austrian general
commanding His Imperial Majesty's troops by commis-
sion from him and subject to his orders. The con-
quest of Piedmont he therefore looked on as that of
an enemy's country, and the establishment of a pro-
visional government under Suwarrow as an insult to
Austria.

The possession of Genoa and Nice was pointed out
as a necessary barrier to the advance of France in that
quarter; but nothing in the whole discussion is so
remarkable as the exposition given of the Austrian
Minister's view of Papal rights :

6 With regard to Eome, Baron Thugut declares that